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TEACHER RESOURCES – THE AUSTRALIAN COLONIES 

Colonial Western Australian History –  
Study of the Swan River Colony 1827 to 1890s 

REFERENCES FOR COURSE 
Please note, some reading material may be unsuitable for year 5 students. 

http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/graves/conserve.htm (East Perth Cemeteries website) 

http://www.bukisa.com/articles/93793_how-to-understand-historic-grave-stone-symbols (grave symbols) 

http://www.gravestonestudies.org/faq.htm (some sound information on symbolism of grave stones) 

http://adbonline.anu.edu.au/biogs/A020562b.htm (Australian Dictionary of Biography – John Wittenoom) 

http://webjournals.alphacrucis.edu.au/journals/adeb/a/armstrong-francis-fraser-1813-1897/ (Francis 
Fraser Armstrong, Methodist pioneer and missionary to Aborigines in WA.)�

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Land_grants_in_the_Swan_River_Colony (useful information on conditions for 
land grants in the Colony. Contains a useful map of the ribbon grants) 

http://www.thinkinghistory.co.uk/EnquirySkill/EnquiryImportance.html   (useful on historical methodology) 

http://www.heritage.wa.gov.au/assets/files/Heritage_Matters/Issue27November2008.pdf (official 

newsletter of Heritage Council WA) 

http://www.noongarculture.org.au/  (an excellent site on Noongar history, culture and people – includes 
maps, interviews and a wealth of historical material, including information about Noongar contact with 
early migrants)  

http://www.workingwithatsi.info/content/key_ideas5.htm (working with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders) 

http://www.pinjarramassacresite.com/content/story/ (useful map and eyewitness accounts of the Pinjarra 
Massacre) 

http://www.lifeonperth.com/stirling.htm   (a fun view of the founding of Perth) 

Biggs, H 1993 Pioneering in Western Australia.  The Singing Tree Books, Victoria Park 

Bush, F, Palmer P, Bodycoat, R  Conservation Plan of East Perth Cemeteries for the National Trust of 
Australia (WA) January, 2005 

Bolton, G  2008   Land of Vision and Mirage. Western Australia since 1826.  University of Western 
Australia Press, Crawley. 

Burton Jackson, J.L 1982 Not an Idle Man. A Biography of John Septimus Roe. Western Australia’s first 
Surveyor-General. (1797-1878) Fremantle Arts Centre Press, Fremantle. 

Lord Cottesloe (ed), 1979 Diary and Letters of Admiral Sir C H Fremantle. Relating to the colony of 
Western Australia 1829 Fremantle Arts Centre Press, Fremantle. 

Dymock, R. C “Colonial Self-Care in W.A”  A talk given at the Second National Conference of the History 
of Medicine in July 1991 (available from the National Trust (WA) Links to the 1849 mahogany medicine 
chest at Peninsula Farm) 
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Green, N 1984 Broken Spears. Aborigines and Europeans in the Southwest of WA   Focus Education 
Services, Cottesloe. 

Gregory, J and Gothard, J (ed) 2009 Historical Encyclopedia of Western Australia, University of Western 
Australia Press, Crawley 

Groom, S 2006  A Sense of Ownership. The Story of the Kent River. Kent River Land Conservation 
Committee, Tenterden. 

Hardey, Joseph (1804 - 1875) Biographical Entry - Australian Dictionary of Biography Online.mht 

Johnston, R 1988 The Tranby Hardeys  Parmelia Publishing, Serpentine. 

Sue King, 1998 Restricted Entry. Investigating Chinese Immigration to Western Australia. National Trust 
of Australia (WA) 

Sue King, 1998 Tranby House. Tour Through Time, Secondary School Resource Package.  National 
Trust of Australia (WA) 

Sue King, 1998 East Perth Cemeteries. Tour Through Time, Secondary School Resource Package.  
National Trust of Australia (WA) 

Lines, W.J, 1994 An All Consuming Passion. Origins, Modernity and the Australian Life of Georgina 
Molloy.  Allen and Unwin, St Leonards 

Marcus, E A Report into the use of Domestic Space in the 1840s at Tranby House, Maylands. Graduate 
Diploma in Applied Heritage Studies, Curtin University of Technology. November, 2005 

O’Brien, J and Statham-Drew, 2009 On We Go. The Wittenoom Way. Fremantle Press, Western 
Australia. 

Richardson, J and Davies, D 1986 East Perth Cemetery: Resting Place of Western Australian Pioneers. 
Department of Conservation and Land Management. Perth. (Copy held at National Trust. Contains 
excellent historical and heritage information) 

Russo, G and Schmitt, H 1987 Swan River Mania. A Colonial History of Western Australia  Lynward 
Enterprises, Perth. 

Stannage, C.T 1979 People of Perth. A Social History of Western Australia’s Capital City, City of Perth 

Statham, P (ed) 1989 The Origin of Australia’s Capital Cities, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge. 

Statham – Drew, P 2003 James Stirling. Admiral and Founding Governor of Western Australia. University 
of Western Australia Press, Crawley (a teacher resource based on outstanding academic research.  The 
book provides an excellent insight into the promotion, foundation and first decade of the Swan River 
Colony in the context of Stirling’s life) 

Statham – Drew, P 2004 James Stirling and the Birth of the Swan River Colony.  Pandorus Publications, 
Swanbourne (a student friendly publication which includes high standard illustrations and documents to 
accompany the clear narrative) 

Stenson, E 1992 Early Settler Activity Guide.  Crabtree Publishing Company, New York (an American 
resource but has some excellent suggestions for Primary School activities) 

Wallam Hill, Ian 2009 Woodidji Batchelor Press (traditional Noongyar story written in dual language) 


