
Reading Rocks:  
Investigating East Perth Cemeteries 
 
Name ___________________________  Date______________________________   
 
Find the oldest and the most recent graves you can.  
Write the names of these people and the year in which they were buried.
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Find the graves of some of the youngest people buried.  
Write their names and how old they were at the time of death. 
 
 
 
 
 
List some causes of death. 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the most unusual cause of death you found? 
 
 
 
 
 
Draw some of the symbols used on the graves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
List some of the different nationalities of people buried in graves here. 
 
 
 
 
 

   



Prominent Western Australians 
 
The following people are regarded as prominent citizens in the early days of Western 
Australia. Find their graves and write the year of their death.  
Back at school, research what contribution they made to the settlement of the colony. 
 
Roe 

Padbury 

Shenton 

Chipper 

Hardey 

Monger 

Hamersley 

Wittenoom 

Peel 

Hale 

Burges 

Jewell 

Bunning 

Bruce 

Trigg 

Loton 

Caporn 

Burt 

Stirling 

Armstrong

 
Three explorers died on an expedition in the North-West of this state. Their graves are 
found on the opposite side to the belfry.  
Draw their tomb and write the inscription that describes them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice that some of the graves and headstones are in poor condition.  
Back at school discuss why this is the case.  
Should the graves at East Perth Cemeteries be conserved for future generations? 
Why? Discuss ways to do this. 
 

   



Stroll through the grounds of East Perth Cemeteries and find the answers to the clues 
on the gravestones below. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Henry Feast 
 

A chimney sweep and the 
oldest man in the graveyard. 

 
How old was he when he 

died? 

Robert Mace 
Wittenoom 

 
Accidentally drowned in the 
Swan River aged 10 years. 

 
What was his nickname? 

 

 

Sarah Male 
 

The oldest female buried here.
 

How old was she at the time 
of her death? 

Sir George Leake 
 

Premier of Western 
Australia. 

 
When was he born and 

when did he die? 

 

   



 
 

 
 

 

Chipper Family 
 

John Chipper was Perth’s 
first paid policeman. 

 
Write some of the names of 

his children. 

C.F. Stone esq. JP 
 

Formerly Attorney-General 
of the colony. 

 
Dies 18 August 1875. 

 
How many of his children 

are buried here? 

 

 

Peter Broun 
 

Colonial Secretary. 
 

Came to the colony on the 
Parmelia with Governor 

Stirling. 
 

On what date did he die? 

John Septimus Roe 
 

Surveyor General for 42 years
 

Roe Highway is named after 
him. 

 
What year was he born? 

 
 
 

 
 

   



Further Research 
 
Use this page to make notes about other graves you found that interest you. 
Later, research one or more of the people buried in these graves.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                         

   


